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Ivy Baldwin Dance 
About The Company 
 

In 1999 Ivy Baldwin Dance was founded by 
choreographer, director and performer Ivy 
Baldwin.   Ivy Baldwin Dance is a New York 
City based performance company dedicated 
to the creation of original dance-theater. 
Described as "wildly, darkly imaginative”  by 
The New York Times, Baldwin’s work uses 
movement and theatrical abstraction to create 
“ oddly coherent other worlds“ (The New 
Yorker) inhabited by alluring characters. 
Baldwin creates works that are part of an 
interdisciplinary art form that break the 

traditional boundaries and assumptions of dance and theater.  Through a broad range of 
mediums, and by creating work that explores both the serious and humorous sides of the human 
condition, the Company creates dance that is emotionally engaging and can therefore provoke an 
awakening within an audience member.  This company of performers described as "amazing, 
smart, physically fearless, dancer-actors all... "(Village Voice) take you on a journey both beautiful 
and strange. 
 
Since its inception, the Company has been presented by many theaters, including Dance Theater 
Workshop, Lincoln Center Out of Doors, Dixon Place, Danspace Project at St. Mark’s Church, the 
New Museum, Dance New Amsterdam, Williamsburg Art neXus (WAX), Painted Bride in 
Philadelphia, PA, Movement Research at the Judson Church, Symphony Space’s Peter Jay Sharp 
and Leonard Nimoy Thalia Theaters, Joyce SoHo, P.S. 122, La MaMa, E.T.C, and Washington 
University.  The Company has presented work in numerous festivals and performance series’ 
including the La MaMa Moves Dance Festival, Philadelphia Fringe Festival, Catch, Danceoff!, 
Dance Sampler, Tanz im August in Berlin, Germany, and Dans Contemporan International Dance 
Festival in Bacau, Romania.  The Company has in repertory five evening length works: Bear 
Crown premiered by Dance Theater Workshop, Gone Missing premiered by Dance Theater 
Workshop, It’s Only Me premiered by Dance New Amsterdam, Could be nice…. premiered by La 
MaMa, E.T.C., and Now Leaving Vanderville premiered by Dixon Place. 
 
Ivy Baldwin’s primary collaborators are performers Anna Carapetyan, Lawrence Cassella, Mindy 
Nelson, Erin Owen, Molly Poerstel, Zachary Steel, and Katie Workum, sound designer Justin 
Jones, lighting designers Chloe Brown, Carrie Wood and Joe Levasseur, costume designers A lice 
Ritter and Mindy Nelson, set designers Mendel Rabinovitch and visual artist Anna Schuleit. 
 
The Company is committed to creating original works for performance, presenting annual New 
York City seasons, national and international touring, and working with educational institutions 
through creative residencies, performances, teaching, workshops and lecture demonstrations. 
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Artist Biographies –  
About the Choreographer 

 
 

Ivy Baldwin is a choreographer, director and 
performer living in Brooklyn, NY. The NY 
Sunday Times described Ms. Baldwin as "a 
choreographer who is helping to define an 
entire generation of choreographers in NYC." 
 
Ms. Baldwin is a recipient of grants from the 
Puffin Foundation (1999 & 2001), the Mary 
Duke Biddle Foundation (1999 & 2006), the 
William & Karen Tell Foundation (annually 
2007 - present), the Trust for Mutual 
Understanding (2008 & 2009) and the Dugas 

Family Foundation (2008 & 2009).   She has been supported by numerous residency’s including 
an ArtistNe(s)t  company residency at the George Apostu Cultural Center in Bacau, Romania, a 
Bogliasco Foundation Jerome Robbins Fellowship in Dance at the Liguria Study Center for the 
Arts and Humanities in Bogliasco, Italy, The Yard’s Bessie Schönberg Residency for 
Choreographers and Dancers, a Sugar Salon residency; a program of the Williamsburg Art neXus 
(WAX) in partnership with the Barnard College Dance Department of Columbia University, and 
annual residency’s at Dragon’s Egg in Mystic, CT. since 2004.    
 
Ivy Baldwin has received two commissions for new work from Dance Theater Workshop with 
funds from the Jerome Foundation, a DNA Presents commission from Dance New Amsterdam, 
two Mondo Cane! commissions from Dixon Place, and five commissions for original student 
work from the Barnard College Dance Department of Columbia University, Hunter College 
(2008/ 2009 Harkness Foundation Choreographer-in-Residence), Iowa State University, North 
Carolina School of the Arts, and New York University Tisch School of the Arts.  Ms. Baldwin has 
been a guest artist at Dance New Amsterdam, Iowa State University, Valdosta State University, 
The Yard, Nazareth Dance Academy, Washington University, Long Island University, and North 
Carolina School of the Arts.  In spring 2007, she was an adjunct professor at Barnard College, and 
was selected as a featured choreographer on the educational DVD series “ Downtown Dance – 
New York”  produced by Insight Media with Barnard College and Elizabeth Zimmer 
 
Ms. Baldwin has also enjoyed performing with Karinne Keithley at the Ohio Theater, Katie 
Workum Dance Theater, Impetuous Theater Group, Melissa Chris, Upright Citizens Brigade 
Theater, Jeanne Schickler, Melissa Briggs Dance, and Netta Yerushalmy, in addition to 
performing in her own work.   
 
Ms. Baldwin is a graduate of both the North Carolina School of the Arts and New York 
University Tisch School of the Arts MFA program. 
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Artist Biographies – Performers 
 
 

Lawrence Cassel la (Performer) has been 
dancing for Ivy Baldwin since 2004.  In 2003 
he was chosen as a dancer for the Bessie 
Schönberg Residency at the Yard on Martha’s 
Vineyard.  He also dances for Jeremy Nelson, 
Daniel Charon, and Netta Yerushalmy. Mr. 
Cassella has done projects with Kraig 
Patterson, Marit Bergman, Melissa Chris, 
Melissa Briggs, Karinne Keithley, Zoltan 
Nagy, Faye Driscoll, and with Doug Varone 
at the Metropolitan Opera in NYC.  

 
 

M indy Nelson (Performer) is a graduate of the University of California, 
Santa Barbara where she studied dance and business/ economics.  Since 
moving to New York she has designed costumes for a variety of local 
theater and children’s productions as well as dance works by Ivy 
Baldwin, Shannon Hummel/ CORA Dance, Nicholas Leichter Dance, 
Katie Workum, and Melissa Briggs, among others.  M indy has danced 
and sewn in varied capacities for Ivy Baldwin Dance since the summer of 
2003 when she first worked with Ivy as part of the Bessie Schönberg 
Residency at the Yard on Martha’s Vineyard.  She has also danced in 
NYC with Melissa Briggs, Karinne Keithley, and Netta Yerushalmy.  In 
her spare time, Mindy studies kung-fu at the New York City Chinese 
Shao-Lin Center. 

 
Katie Workum (Performer) has been creating Dance Theater since 
1999. Working in both long and short form, her work has been 
presented throughout New York and beyond at venues such as 
Dance Theater Workshop, PS 122, The Kitchen, Symphony Space, 
The Flea Theater, Dance New Amsterdam, Joyce SOHO, HERE, 
Joe’s Pub, Spoke the Hub, Culture Project, The Painted Bride 
Theater, Philadelphia Fringe Festival, Phat Tuesdays, GAle GAtes 
et al, Lisa Leanne and Terry Dean Put On a Dance Show at 
Galapagos Art and Performance Space, Manhattan Theater Source 
and WAX. In the past she has collaborated a great deal with Will 
Rawls, Leigh Garrett and Terry Dean Bartlett with whom she co-
curates DANCEOFF! at PS 122 as well. She has been dancing for 
Ivy Baldwin Dance since 2007 and will tour Young Jean Lee’s Church in winter 2009. She has had 
the honor of dancing for and learning choreography from David Neumann, Stacy Dawson, GAle 
GAtes et al., Ken Nintzel, Sarah East Johnson, Kourtney Rutherford, and Elizabeth Streb. Katy 
recently received her Masters in Dance Education at New York University. 
www.katieworkum.org. 
 

Anna Carapetyan (Performer), originally from Austin, Texas, earned her BFA 
from the Conservatory of Dance at SUNY Purchase.  In NYC she has since 
performed and collaborated with Ivy Baldwin at Dance Theater Workshop and 
the New Museum, Juliette Mapp at Danspace Project, Juliana May/ May Dance 
at Dance Theater Workshop and the Chocolate Factory, Kayvon Pourazar at 
The Kitchen, as well as, Miriam Wolf, Natalie Green, Michael Helland, and 
Daniel Linehan. 2010 projects include a new work by Donna Uchizono. 
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Artist Biographies – Designers  
 
Chloë Z Brown (Lighting Design) is the Director of Production at Dance Theater Workshop. 
Since she began working at Dance Theater Workshop in 2002, she has had the opportunity to 
collaborate with many fantastic choreographers, including Chris Yon, Juliana May, Vicky Shick, 
Dan Froot, Jeanine Durning, Heather Kravas, Arthur Aviles, Luciana Achugar, Risa Jaroslow, 
LAVA, Julie Atlas Muz and many more.  In 2005, she was honored with a Bessie Award for her 
lighting of Amanda Loulaki’s La la la la, Resistance (The Island of Breezes). Previous to her work at 
Dance Theater Workshop, she traveled the world, organizing and lighting things up along the 
way. Some of the artists she has traveled with include David Dorfman, Liz Lerman, Susan 
Marshall, Bebe Miller, Marty Pottenger, Michael Moschen and Merce Cunningham. She is the 
Resident Lighting Designer for Red Metal Mailbox. She loves her work.  
 
Justin Jones (Sound Designer) is a Minneapolis based choreographer, sound designer and 
dancer. His choreography has been seen in MPLS at Bryant Lake Bowl, Patrick©s Cabaret, Red Eye 
and the Southern Theater; in New York at CBGB’s, Galpagos Arts Space, The Gershwin Hotel, 
The Knitting Factory, The Leonard Nimoy Thalia Theater @ Symphony Space, LaMama Etc., 
Sarah Lawrence University, The Theater at the Riverside Church and Ur; and in Seattle at 
Velocity Dance Center.  Justin creates sound design for his own choreography and for other 
theater and dance makers including Ivy Baldwin, Genevieve Bennett, Chris Schlichting and Chris 
Yon.  He has performed in the choreography of Tere O’Connor, Nick Leichter, Morgan Thorson, 
Kara Tatelbaum, Billy Siegenfeld, Chris Schlichting and Robin Lakes. Jones is a 2007 McKnight 
Foundation Choreography Fellow.  He was also a 2003 NYFA Fellow for his work with long time 
collaborator Chris Yon holds and he holds BFA in Dance from New York University Tisch School 
of the Arts. 
 
M endel  Rabinovi tch (Set Designer) studied Fine Art at UCONN.  Rabinovitch moved to 
Colorado in the early nineties and studied cabinetry and fine furniture making.   He was a 
founding member, manager and creative director of an 11 piece mambo band called “ Cabaret 
Diosa”  for 11 years touring the country and the world.  Rabinovitch moved to NYC two years 
ago and is currently project manager for Felt etc. design studio in the Lower East Side.  
  
Al ice Ri tter (Costume & Fashion Designer) Label: A lice Ritter.  Ritter©s signature style in her own 
words would be "French Girl in New York" or "French Romantic meets Annie Hall." She©s 
attracted to femininity with a certain masculine edge and finds nothing sexier than a "woman 
who assumes being a little masculine as well." She incorporates this sensibility in all the tailored 
pieces, jackets, and crisp white shirts that are staples in her collection that combine the romantic 
soft lines with a bit of the tough Parisian girl finesse.  Ritter©s designs have been seen in Vogue, 
Elle, Domino, Madame Figaro, Ginza, Teen Vogue, New York Times Magazine, Daily Front Row, 
Zinc, Marie Claire, New York Post, and Harper©s Bazaar.  

Anna Schulei t (Visual Artist) is an installation artist, painter, writer and teacher.  She is the 
recipient of numerous awards and fellowships including a 2006 MacArthur Foundation 
Fellowship, Bogliasco Foundation Fellowship, Bowdoin College Artist in Residence Fellowship, 
Radcliffe Institute Fellowship, and multiple residencies at the MacDowell Colony and Yaddo, to 
name a few. Her work has been exhibited all over the world including in Frankfurt, Germany, the 
MacDowell Colony, and the Institute of Contemporary Art in Boston. Currently, Anna is having 
a solo show of her paintings at the Coleman Burke Gallery in NYC.  Anna has been a guest 
lecturer at numerous institutions including the Metropolitan Museum of Art for the International 
Conference Art Beyond Sight, Rhode Island School of Design, Pratt Institute, Harvard University, 
and Brown University, to name a few.  Anna holds a B.F.A. in Painting, Rhode Island School of 
Design and an M.A. in Creative Writing, Dartmouth College. 
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Ivy Baldwin Dance 
Calendar of Residencies &  Performances 
 
2010 
 
Lower Manhattan Cultural Council Swing Space Grant (New York, NY) Spring 2010 
 
Dragon©s Egg Creative Residency (Mystic, CT)    Summer 2010 
 
The Chocolate Factory Presents Ivy Baldwin Dance (Queens, NY) October 18-30, 2010 
Residency & Premiere of Here Rests Peggy (working title) 
 
2009 
 
BAX Work in Progress Performance (Brooklyn, NY)   January 16 & 17, 2009 
 
Dragon’s Egg Creative Residency (Mystic, CT)    January 22 - 25, 2009 
 
Liguria Study Center for the Arts and Humanities (Genoa, Italy)  February 2009  
Bogliasco Foundation Jerome Robbins Fellowship in Dance 
 
Dance Theater Workshop presents Ivy Baldwin Dance (New York, NY)    
Residency & Premiere of Bear Crown commissioned by DTW  March 9 - 21, 2009 
 
New Museum Presents Ivy Baldwin Dance (New York, NY)  April 30, 2009 
 
Appel Farm Performing Arts Center (Elmer, NJ)    July 1, 2009 
 
Dans Contemporan International Dance Festival (Bacau, Romania) October 29-31, 2009 
 
Ivy Baldwin Harkness Foundation Choreographer-in-Residence  Fall 2009 
Hunter College Dance Department (New York, NY) 
 
2008 
 
La MaMa E.T.C . presents Ivy Baldwin Dance (New York, NY)   
Premiere of Could be nice…..commissioned by Dixon Place  May 2 – May 11, 2008 
 
La Mama Moves Dance Festival at La Mama E.T.C. (New York, NY) May 15 – May 18, 2008 
Premiere of new work for NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts students.   
 
George Apostu Cultural Center (Bacau, Romania)    Oct. 13 – Nov. 2, 2008 
ArtistNe(s)t Artist Residency 
 
Dans Contemporan International Dance Festival (Bacau, Romania) November 1, 2008 
 
Brooklyn Arts Exchange (BAX) Space Grant Residency (Brooklyn, NY) Nov. – Jan., 2009 
 
Dragon’s Egg Creative Residency (Mystic, CT.)    December 2008 
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Ivy Baldwin Dance 

 
Select  Residencies &  Performances (1999-2007) 
 
2007 
  
Dance New Amsterdam presents Ivy Baldwin Dance (New York, NY) March 28 - 31, 2007 
Ivy Baldwin at Barnard College, Adjunct Faculty  (New York, NY) Spring Term 2007 
Barnard Spring Concert at Miller Theater (New York, NY)  April 21 - 22, 2007 
Movement Research at the Judson Church (New York, NY)  June 11, 2007 
Tanz im August (Berlin, Germany)     August 23 - 26, 2007 
Dragon’s Egg Creative Residency (Mystic, CT)    Fall 2007 
North Carolina School of the Arts (Winston-Salem, NC)    
Guest Choreographer for Fall Dance     Fall Term 2007 
 
2005/2006 
 
Dance Theater Workshop presents Ivy Baldwin Dance (New York, NY) March 2006 
Sugar Salon Creative Residency at Barnard College (New York, NY) June-August 2006 
Lincoln Center Out of Doors (New York, NY)    August 2006 
Sugar Salon - Peter Norton Theater at Symphony Space (New York, NY) October 2006 
Iowa State University, Guest Artist (Ames, Iowa)   November 2006 
Danceoff! at Union Square for P.S. 122 (New York, NY)   July 2005 
Danceoff! at the Thalia Theater at Symphony Space (New York, NY) December 2005 
 
2003/2004 

Dance Sampler - Peter Norton Theater at Symphony Space (NYC) May 2004                 
Dixon Place presents Ivy Baldwin Dance (New York, NY)  November 2004           
Ivy Baldwin Dance at Joyce SoHo (New York, NY)   April 2003 
The Yard-Choreographer Bessie Schönberg Residency (Chilmark, MA) Summer 2003 
Philadelphia Fringe Festival-Painted Bride Art Center (Philadelphia, PA) September 2003     
Dance Theater Workshop’s Fresh Tracks Series (New York, NY)  October 2003 

2001/2002 

Dixon Place Works In Progress (New York, NY)    March 2002                 
Ivy Baldwin Dance at the Williamsburg Art neXus (Brooklyn, NY)  May 2002                    
Up! On the Roof at John Jay College- (New York, NY)   May 2001                     
Ivy Baldwin Dance at the Williamsburg Art neXus (Brooklyn, NY) February 2001 

1999/2000 

Dance Theatre Workshop’s Fresh Tracks Series (New York, NY)  April 2000                      
Joyce SoHo’s Joyce SoHo Presents (New York, NY)   May 2000               
Danspace Project - NY on NY Performance Series (New York, NY) October 1999                    
Ivy Baldwin Dance at the Cunningham Studio (New York, NY)  December 1999  
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Ivy Baldwin Dance 
Act ive Repertory 
 

Bear Crown 
Commissioned by Dance Theater Workshop 
Premiered March 18-21, 2009 at DTW - NYC 
Choreographed by Ivy Baldwin 
Performed by Ivy Baldwin, Anna Carapetyan, 
Lawrence Cassella, Mindy Nelson & Katie 
Workum 
Music by Justin Jones with Tchaikovsky 
Lighting Design by Chloe Brown 
Set Design by Mendel Rabinovitch 
Costume Design by A lice Ritter 
Length - 1 hour 

 
Bear Crown is commissioned by Dance Theater Workshop’s Commissioning and Creative 
Residency Program with support from the Jerome Foundation, The Ford Foundation, the 
National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency, the New York State Council on the Arts, and 
the Jerome Robbins Foundation. This presentation is made possible, in part, by the generous 
support of Judy and Steven Gluckstern through the David R. White Producers Circle. 
 
Additional support was provided by the William and Karen Tell Foundation, Ivy Baldwin Dance 
Commissioning Circle Member Olivier Rustat, and the Dugas Family Foundation.  Bear Crown 
was created, in part, through an ArtistNe(s)t Residency, a program of the Swiss Cultural 
Programme at the George Apostu Cultural Center in Bacau, Romania.  The Company©s residency 
in Bacau was made possible by a generous grant from the Trust for Mutual Understanding.  Bear 
Crown was created, in part, with a space grant from BAX/ Brooklyn Arts Exchange with support 
from the Dance and Theater Programs of the New York State Council on the Arts, the NYC 
Department of Cultural A ffairs, and Mertz Gilmore Foundation. 
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Ivy Baldwin Dance 
Act ive Repertory 

 
Could be nice…… 
Commissioned by Dixon Place 
Premiere May 2-11, 2008 at La MaMa, ETC. 
La MaMa Moves Dance Festival NYC 
Choreographed by Ivy Baldwin 
Performed by Lawrence Cassella, Mindy 
Nelson & Katie Workum 
Music by Justin Jones with Maurice Ravel 
Lighting Design by Carrie Wood 
Costume Design by Mindy Nelson 
Set Design by Ivy Baldwin 
Length - 55 minutes                                           

 
Could be nice…. was commissioned by Dixon Place’s Mondo Cane! commissioning program and 
received it©s evening-length premiere in the LaMaMa Moves Dance Festival at La MaMa, E.T.C. 
Additional support was provided by the William & Karen Tell Foundation, Ivy Baldwin Dance 
Commissioning Circle member Olivier Rustat, and creative residencies at Dragon’s Egg in CT. 
 
 

 
 

I t ’s Only Me 
Commissioned by Dance New Amsterdam 
Premiered March 28-31, 2007 at DNA 
New York, New York 
Choreographed and Directed by Ivy Baldwin 
Performed by Ivy Baldwin, Lawrence 
Cassella, Erin Owen and Zachary Steel 
Music by Justin Jones with Erik Satie and 
Jeffrey Osbourne 
Lighting Design by Carrie Wood 
Costume Design by Mindy Nelson 
Length – 55 minutes 

 
It’s Only Me was commissioned by DNA Presents with additional support provided by the 
William & Karen Tell Foundation, Sugar Salon, a program of the Williamsburg Art neXus and the 
Dance Department of Barnard College of Columbia University, creative residencies at Dragon’s 
Egg in Mystic, CT., and The Field. 
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Ivy Baldwin Dance 

 

 
 
 

Contact  Informat ion 
 
 

Ivy Baldwin Dance 
191 Willoughby Street Apt. 16D 

Brooklyn, NY 11201 
 
 

www.ivybaldwindance.org 
ivy@ivybaldwindance.org 

 
 

Mobile: 917-854-3754 
Home Office/ Fax: 718-834-0691 

 
 

Ivy Baldwin Dance is a member of Pentacle’s Gallery Roster. 
Contact: Doug Post 

Gallery Representative 
246 West 38th Street, 8th floor 

New York, NY 10018 
tel: 212.278.8111, fax: 212.278.855 
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Cri t ics’ Comments 
 

 
 
 

" Young Choreographer to Watch"  
Ballettanz Magazine©s 2008 Yearbook 
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Bear Crown Press Highl ights 
 
 

The Ten Best Dance Experiences of  2009 
By Brian McCormick 

 Ivy Baldwin @ Dance Theater Workshop - March 18-21, 2009 
Bear Crown Dance 

“ Long live the bear!”  Long live choreographers who succeed in taking audiences on a 
dreamlike journey, out of the realm of the rational into the pleasurable absurd. 

 

THE NEW YORKER - Goings On About Town: M arch 23, 2009 

"Baldwin’s work is highly theatrical, brimming with loopy ideas and evoking 
idiosyncratic characters and situations through music and her own slightly weird, 
highly specific movement language." 

 
THE NEW YORK TIM ES - Dance Listings: M arch 12, 2009 

"Ivy Baldwin makes puzzling, theatrical pieces full of arresting images and allusive 
ideas. Her new “ Bear Crown”  has bold ambitions: Dance Theater Workshop’s Web site 
poetically describes the piece as an investigation of “ the cause and effect of great 
transformation — personal, cultural, emotional — and the inevitable deterioration of all 
things powerful, beautiful and grand.”  That’s a lot to live up to, but Ms. Baldwin has 
never seemed afraid of setting herself a challenge." 

 

CHANNEL 13 - Sunday Arts: M arch 24, 2009                                                                                          
What a Lovely Bear Crown by Susan Yung 

"There’s something about Ivy Baldwin’s work that’s transporting. It could be the 
movement, which shifts between childlike play and virtuosity. It might be the attention 
to detail in every element, from lighting to set to sound, including a settling overture. It 
might be the five engaging performers, including Baldwin. In all l ikelihood, it’s 
everything assembled and polished til it gleams." 

"Baldwin’s new work at DTW, Bear Crown, which closed this last weekend, makes the 
cavernous theater look wonderful. The velvet curtain sits closed for the overture (music 
by Justin Jones), w ith shimmering, hypnotic chords easing our minds into place for the 
performance. It opens to reveal a three-tiered, semicircular, wood platform (by Mendel 
Rabinovitch) flush upstage. Downspots cast light-columns on the wall, and Chloe 
Brown’s essential lighting imbues a golden glow over the proceedings. The setting is 
formal and monumental." 

"They wind up lying in a semicircle, and very slowly move to standing. The light turns 
silvery, drawing the dancers’ faces upward like sunflowers. They kneel on one knee, 
hind shin floating, arms like bird w ings. It’s a mysterious ending to a story we may not 
be able to verbalize, but we’ve been altered by the journey nonetheless." 



GAY CITY NEWS - Dance Review: Apri l  9, 2009                                                                            
Glittering Prize by Brian McCormick 

"Bear Crown is pitch-perfect throughout." 

"…a brill iant convergence, where everything comes together." 

"…a fantastic and whimsical world made accessible by stimulating the pineal gland of 
audience members through their three-pronged sensory approach." 

"…wonderful, imaginative world." 

"…splendid cast."          

"Their interactions are cartoonish, but never infantile; they are whimsical, absurd, and 
delightful. They inhabit this world according to their rules, circling the stage, using the 
whole space, walking, skipping, gesturing, and talking."                                                                                                                           

"Long lighting changes, harmonious sonic ambience, and movement phrases that take 
time to accumulate all served the same purpose in this exquisite piece….." 

 
THE VILLAGE VOICE - Dance Review: M arch 25th 2009                                                           

Space Craft by Deborah Jowitt 

"It’s hard to believe that Ivy Baldwin has been choreographing for ten years; she formed 
a small company the same year she collected her MFA from NYU-Tisch (yes, I knew her 
when). Since then, she’s become a bright feature of the “ downtown”  scene in New York 
and shown her work at festivals abroad. She strikes me as a hunter-gatherer sort of 
choreographer—foraging for one thing, finding another, and mixing them together in 
weird, mysterious, and compelling ways until they have only misty affinities w ith their 
natural states."  

"Baldwin makes sure we get an impression of grandeur right away. I can’t recall seeing a 
purple velvet curtain at DTW before or listening to a lengthy overture. Justin Jones’s 
music (at this point and throughout the dance) loops mangled sounds of human fervor, 
explosions, rumbles of traffic, and what could be a host of pealing bells." 

"Baldwin, w ith the collaboration of her performers, shapes the work provocatively." 

"The shadow of former Romanian dictator Nicolae Ceausescu hovers over the space. Yet 
in the end, the dancers, clustered, kneel on one knee and open their arms and chest to a 
downpour of light. Whatever events this hall-of-mirrors arena hosts, w inning trophies is 
not in the cards." 

 
NY PRESS: March 19, 2009                                                                                                             

Dancing Bear by Susan Reiter 
 
"“ Imagination”  is a frequently cited attribute when critics discuss Ivy Baldwin’s 
choreography. In recent years, she has created a series of compelling and evocative—if 
not always clearly decipherable—human landscapes ranging from a snowy fairy-tale 
world in which Russian peasants engage in mysterious struggles, to one in which the 



dancers enacted animalistic courtship rituals that one critic described as “ by turns 
beautiful and ridiculous, achingly familiar and bracingly strange.”  

"As the dancers run through portions of Bear Crown a week before its premiere, one 
striking aspect are the unusual and often constrained positions in which the dancers 
hold their arms and hands. Closed fists, stiffly angled arms, hands pressed together but 
w ith the palms facing away color the action, which alternates crisp, forceful passages of 
movement w ith intimate, off-kilter encounters. Snatches of dialogue evoke conflict, 
possibly interrogation." 
 
"In recent years, those journeys have proved intriguing in their allusions and imagery, 
and decidedly persuasive in inviting audiences along for the ride."  

 

BODY AND SOUL: M arch 19, 2009                                                                                            
Baldwin©s " Bear Crown"  at DTW by Eva Yaa Asantewaa 

"Congratulations to Body and Soul interviewee Ivy Baldwin and her creative team upon 
the successful opening night of Bear Crown at Dance Theater Workshop. The piece 
dreams up an environment of open, luminous structure with pockets of w it, mystery 
and danger. Derived from many experiences and serendipities, it all means--to you--
whatever you glean from and project upon it. Lighting designer Chloë Z Brown and 
sound designer Justin Jones are each on top of their game, and their magical work for 
this piece will be long remembered." 
 

 

Of fOf fOf f .com: Apri l  7, 2009                                                                                                                  
God and Country by Quinn Batson 

" Bear Crown lets time stretch at its beginning and end, and it is never in a hurry. In the 
middle, humor competes with coldness and violence, and what is a sparse but beautiful 
stage-world becomes by the end a sparse and darkly ominous place." 

 
Addi tional  Press Highl ights 

 
Could be nice. . . . . . . . (2008) 

 
“ If you liked the movie Knocked Up, you just might love the work of choreographer Ivy 
Baldwin.  She pairs shlubby guys with elegant, remote women to create very 
contemporary dance theater.”  
 
Elizabeth Zimmer, Dance Magazine 
 
“ Baldwin’s w ide ranging imagination and affinity for the surreal lead her down a 
different path for each new work.”   
 
Marina Haars, The New Yorker 
 



“ The dancer’s mouths are wet in Could be nice. They’ve been chewing orange slices, and 
we can almost feel the juice clinging to their palates, where it’s flavor mixes with the 
taste of sweat.”  
 
Robert Johnson, The Star Ledger 
 
“ Laced with deadpan melodramatic edge, which Mindy Nelson uncannily conveys 
through her subtly raised chin and slightly supercilious eyes, the trio offers intriguing 
physical interactions.”  
 
Brian McCormick, Gay City News 
 
“ Ivy Baldwin, a choreographer w ith a taste for humor inherent in strangeness and 
oddity.   
 
“ …wildly, darkly imaginative.”  
 
Jennifer Dunning, The New York Times 

 
 

I t ’s Only Me (2007) 
 

Top 5 M oments in Dance of  2007 
#3 – Performer/ Choreographer Ivy Baldwin for It’s Only Me at Dance New Amsterdam. 
 
Elizabeth Zimmer, Metro NY 
 
“ This fusion of low and high, of elegant and comic, is Baldwin’s secret weapon and the 
source of her great charm.”  
 
“ By turns beautiful and ridiculous, achingly familiar and bracingly strange, Baldwin’s 
piece kept us off balance.”  
 
Elizabeth Zimmer, Gay City News 
 
“ The young Ivy Baldwin is a choreographer w ith a knack for creating oddly coherent 
other worlds. Her peripatetic imagination turns her dancers into composite creatures, 
funny and poignant, whose gaits, gestures, and behaviors elicit fascination and 
empathy.”  
  
Marina Haars, The New Yorker 
 
“ Baldwin creates hermetic, narrative evenings that don’t feel quite like anything else.”   
“ Baldwin has a vivid imagination and clear, if very strange, fantasies that she brings to 
life.”  
 
Susan Young, Culture Vulture 
 

 
 
 
 



Gone Missing (2006) 
 

"A double bill I saw recently at Dance Theater Workshop (Ivy Baldwin Dance & Kate 
Weare) can stand for an entire generation of choreographers."  

John Rockwell, The New York Times - Sunday Arts & Leisure 

"... both women©s dances are so smart and so well executed and so full of stimulating 
invitations for thought..."  
 
John Rockwell, The New York Times  
 
"a wonderfully haunting dance-theater piece... Baldwin shapes a few images and ideas 
with clear yet delicate strokes. The amazing performers speak out loud in terse Russian."  

Deborah Jowitt, The Village Voice  

"Gone Missing traded in simple movement and visual pleasure... through disarming 
childlike devices, Baldwin simulated the experience of being read a bedtime story..."  
 
"through disarming childlike devices, Baldwin simulated the experience of being read a 
bedtime story..."   
 
Eva Yaa Asantewaa, Gay City News                                                                      

 
 

Now Leaving Vandervi l le (2004) 
 

“ You could probably use some belly laughs and choreographer Ivy Baldwin’s got ‘em”  
“ ..smart, physically fearless, dancer-actors all…”  
 
Eva Yaa Asantewaa, The Village Voice 

 
 

To Tears in a Bucket  (2003) 
 
“ Ivy Baldwin has a wild imagination. Though a relatively unseasoned choreographer 
she is also unafraid of testing her audience’s limits…..original and promising.”  
 
Jennifer Dunning, The New York Times  
 
“ Ivy Baldwin Dance’s To Tears in a Bucket has a lot of power……”  
 
Merilyn Jackson, Philadelphia Enquirer  
 
“ Ivy Baldwin’s To Tears in a Bucket – a sadomasochistic playlet…was the most strident” . 
 
Elizabeth Zimmer, The Village Voice      
                                                                  


